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Mousam Lake Water Quality
Improvement Project

Mousam Lake Watershed

Phase I wraps up…
Despite cold temperatures and early snowfall, we wrapped up the
last of our 15 road-related sites in December 2003 and completed
Phase I of the Mousam Lake Water Quality Improvement Project.

Since 2001, we have installed conservation practices at 15 sites to
divert, slow, and/or filter stormwater before it enters the lake.  These

 projects were funded by the EPA Clean
Water Act, the towns of Acton &
Shapleigh, and local volunteers.

By purifying and diverting stormwater,
we are  keeping soils and other pollutants
out of our lakes and streams. Controlling
stormwater also  keeps roads, driveways,
and houses  from flooding.

11th Street, Acton
ditch & settling basin

Installed December 2003

And Phase II begins!
The success of Phase I of our project has enabled us to obtain a new
grant to fund 30 more water quality improvement projects in the
Mousam Lake watershed.

Before:
Runoff over bare
slopes was
washing out beach
area and exposing
rocks.

After:  Mulch and shrubs absorb runoff
 and beautify property, while keeping

beach area open for play.

This new grant for Phase II will
address 27 residential sites and
3 road sites.  Phase II began in
August 2003, and will extend
through September 2005.
Free technical assistance is still
available through Phase II!

For more information, please
call Deborah Kendall @
324-7015 or 432-2002.

Road or River?
Residents of 11th Street
weren’t sure before
conservation practices
were installed (see picture
at left).

 Water would collect from
ditches and uplands and
flow down the road for 4
days after a rainstorm.

The road now dries within
a few hours of  heavy
rains.



Phase I - the finished product…
Phase I grant funds enabled us to install conservation practices (also known as Best Management
Practices or BMPs) on 15 road-related sites in the Mousam Lake Watershed between spring of
2001 and December 2003 (shown with red triangles).

Grant monies also funded the first year of the Youth Conservation Corps (YCC) program.
During 2001, the YCC installed conservation practices on 18 sites (shown with green squares).

The YCC program was so successful, the towns of Acton & Shapleigh, along with the Mousam
Lakes Region Association (MLRA) provided funding for the 2002 & 2003 seasons.  YCC
installed conservation practices on an additional 17 sites in 2002, and 16 sites in 2003.

York County Soil & Water Conservation District and YCC staff also provided free technical
assistance to more than 200 residents over the past 3 years.  Many landowners have installed
conservation practices on their own, providing additional protection to our lake waters.



Before:  A “sunken driveway” on 7th St. shows signs
of years of erosion from road runoff and car traffic (top
of banks is original height of driveway)

Examples of Conservation Practices

Residential site:  Upper Mousam
YCC project

Completed summer 2001

After:  Banks are graded to a more stable angle.
Shrubs are planted & remaining bare areas are mulched
to prevent further erosion.

The owners later added gravel and crushed stone to the
driveway surface to complete the project.

7th St. Acton – project completed
December 2003

                                                                                 

Before:  Erosion from roof runoff and foot
traffic carried bare soil down slope to lake

After:  Roof drip drains (gravel and
vegetation) absorb runoff from roof.

Mulch and vegetated buffers stabilize bare
ground and absorb rain fall.
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After:  The York County Soil & Water Conservation District, Maine Dept of Transportation, & Maplestone School
plant vegetated buffers at the foot of Mousam Lake to keep polluted stormwater out of the lake.

Before: Stormwater ran off major roads, over beach and into lake.
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